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SUBJECT: TVERDOKHLEBOV AND KOVALEV CASES 
REFS: (A) STATE 265524 (B) MOSCOW 16308 

1. DELEGATION OF U.S. YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS ASKED ABOUT 
KOVALEV CASE DURING MEETINGS AT LITHUANIAN MINISTRY OF 
JUSTICE NOVEMBER 5. (WE UNDERSTAND KOVALEV IS INCARCERATED IN 
LITHUANIA.) DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE REPLIED IN MATTER-OF-FACT 
TONE THAT CASE WAS IN STAGE OF PRE- 
TRIAL INVESTIGATION. IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER QUESTIONS, DEPUTY 
MINISTER SAID HE COULD NOT PREDICT WHEN FORMAL ACCUSATION 
WOULD BE MADE. HE NOTED THAT "MATERIALS ON CASE HAD 
RECENTLY BEEN RECEIVED FROM MOSCOW." HE ALSO SAID THAT " 
SEVERAL CRIMES MAY BE INVOLVED." 

2. RE TVERDOKHLEBOV CASE, WE HAVE RECENTLY HEARD THAT 
TRIAL WILL NOT TAKE PLACE IN NOVEMBER, AND PROBABLY NOT UNTIL 
MIDDLE OF DECEMBER. THE SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION ADDS THAT 
HE UNDERSTANDS THAT TVERDOKHLEBOV, A BELIEVING CHRISIIAN, WAS 
REFUSED PERMISSION TO SEE AN ORTHODOX PRIEST. THIS IS 
APPARENTLY IN VIOLATION OF SOVIET REGULAIONS. THE REASON FOR 
THIS IS ALLEGEDLY SIMPLE BLOODY MINDEDNESS ON THE PART OF 

THE PRISON AUTHORITIES. 
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